
KS4 Recommended
Reading List

Monica Ali – Brick Lane
Margaret Atwood – The Handmaid’s Tale
J.G Ballard – Empire of The Sun
Ian Banks- The Wasp Factory
Louis de Berniers – Captain Corelli’s Mandolin
Kevin Brooks – Martyn Pig
Paulo Coelho – The Alchemist
Michael Frain – Spies
Alex Garland – The Beach
Mike Gayle – Half a World Away
Barry Hines – Kes
Nick Hornby – About A Boy, Fever Pitch
Khaled Hosseini –  The Kite Runner
Susan Hill – The Woman in Black
Kazuo Ishiguro – Never Let Me Go
Stephen King – The Shining
Cormac McCarthy – The Road
Ian McEwen – Atonement
Toni Morrison – Beloved
Haruki Murakami – Norwegian Wood
Alan Patton – Cry the Beloved Country
Bali Rai – Rani and Sukh
Arundhati Roy – The God of Small Things
Zadie Smith – White Teeth
Kathyrn Stockett – The Help
Meera Syal – Anita and Me
Marcus Zusak – The Book Thief

MODERN F ICT ION

Chinua Achebe – Things Fall Apart
Maya Angelou – I Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings
Truman Capote – Breakfast a Tiffany’s
Joseph Conrad – Heart of Darkness
F. Scott Fitzgerald – The Great Gatsby
E.M. Forster – Howard’s End
William Golding – Lord of the Flies
Graham Greene – Brighton Rock
Joseph Heller – Catch 22
Harper Lee – To Kill a Mockingbird
George Orwell – Animal Farm, 1984
Alan Patton – Cry the Beloved Country
Slyvia Plath – The Bell Jar
J.D. Salinger – The Catcher in the Rye
John Steinbeck – Of Mice and Men
Alice Walker – The Color Purple

2 0 TH CENTURY CLASS IC

F ICT ION



KS4 Recommended
Reading List

Susan Hill – The Woman in Black
Henry James – The Turn of the Screw
Stephen King – The Shining
Stephanie Meyer – Twilight (series)
Edgar Allen Poe – Selected Short
Stories
Carrie Ryan – Forest of Hands and
Teeth (series)
Mary Shelley – Frankenstein
Bram Stoker – Dracula
John Wyndham – Day of the Triffids

GOTHIC  HORROR AND

SUSPENSE

John La Carre – Tinker, Taylor, Soldier,
Spy
Raymond Chandler – The Big Sleep
Agatha Christie – The Body in the
Library
Wilkie Collins – The Moonstone
John Grisham – The Firm
Guy de Maupassant – Short Stories
Daphne Du Maurier – Rebecca
Robert Louis Stevenson – Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde

CRIME AND MYSTERY 

Jane Austen – Emma, Northanger Abbey,
Pride and Prejudice 
Anne Bronte – The Tenant of Wildfell Hall
Charlotte Bronte – Jane Eyre
Emily Bronte – Wuthering Heights
Wilkie Collins – The Woman in White
Arthur Conran Doyle – The Hound of the
Baskervilles
Daniel Defoe – Robinson Crusoe
Charles Dickens – Great Expectations
Elizabeth Gaskell – North and South
Thomas Hardy – Tess of the D’Urbervilles, Far
from the
Madding Crowd
Edgar Allen Poe – Selected Short Stories
Robert Louis Stevenson – Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde
Jonathan Swift – Gulliver’s Travels
Oscar Wilde – The Picture of Dorian Grey

PRE 2 0 TH CENTURY CLASS ICS

J.D. Crockett – After the Snow
Veronica Roth – Divergent(series)
Ray Bradbury - Fahrenheit 451
Michael Grant – Gone (series)
Sally Gardner – Maggot Moon
Ally Condie – Matched (series)
Kazuo Ishiguro – Never Let Me Go
Malorie Blackman - Noughts and Crosses 
P.D. James – The Children of Men
Gemma Malley – The Declaration (series)
Suzanne Collins – The Hunger Games
(series)
Hugh Howey – Wool (series)
George Orwell - 1984

DYSTOPIAN



KS4 Recommended
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Lewis Carrol – Alice in Wonderland
Cassandra Clare – Mortal Instruments
(series)
Patrick Ness – The Knife of Never Letting
Go
Christopher Paolini – Eragon (series)
Terry Pratchett – The Discworld Series
Phillip Pullman – Northern Lights (series)
Rick Riordan – Percy Jackson (series)
J.R.R Tolkien – The Hobbit, The Lord of
the Rings (series)

FANTASY

Chinua Achebe – Things Fall Apart
Joseph Conrad – Heart of Darkness
Siobhan Dowd – Bog Child
Alexander McCall Smith – The Number
One Ladies’ Detective
Agency
Alan Paton – Cry, the Beloved Country
Doris Pilkington – Rabbit-Proof Fence
Bali Rai – (Un) arranged Marriage
John Steinbeck – Grapes of Wrath

EXPLORING OTHER T IMES /

OTHER CULTURES

Bill Bryson – Notes from a Small
Island
Juan Chang – Wild Swans
Ann Frank – The Diary of a Young Girl
Ernest Hemmingway – A farewell to
Arms
Nelson Mandela – A Long Walk to
Freedom
Frank McCourt – Angela’s Ashes
Dave Pelzer – A Child Called It
Joe Simpson – Touching the Void
Adeline Yen Mah – Chinese Cinderella

NON -  F ICT ION /

BIOGRAPHICAL

Sebastian Faulks – Charlotte Grey
Ann Frank – The Diary of a Young Girl
Michael Frayn – Spies
Robert Graves – Goodbye to all That
Robert Harris – Enigma
Anna Perera – Guantanamo Boy
Leo Tolstoy – War and Peace

WAR

Isaac Asimov – I, Robot
Douglas Adams - The Hitchhiker’s
Guide to the Galaxy
Jules Verne – Journey to the Centre of
the Earth
H.G. Wells – The War of the Worlds

SC IENCE F ICT ION
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Marcus Sedgewick – Blood Red, Snow
White
Malorie Blackman – Boys Don’t Cry
Robert Muchamore – Cherub (series)
Benjamin Zephaniah - Face 
Mal Peet – Keeper
Cassandra Clare – Mortal Instruments
Marcus Sedgwick – Revolver
Derek Landy – Skullduggery Pleasant
Mark Lowery – Socks Are Not Enough
Rick Riordan – The Kane Chronicles 
James Dashner – The Maze Runner 
S.E. Hinton – The Outsiders
Ben Davis – The Private Blog of Joe
Cowley
Darren Shan – Zom-B (series)

EAS IER  READS

John Agar – Flag, Put the Kettle On
Simon Armitage – Kid, Hitcher,
Clown
Gillian Clarke – Catrin, Cold Knap
Lake
Imitiaz Dharker – Blessing
Carol Ann Duffy – War
Photographer, Mrs Tilscher’s Class,
Stealing
Seamus Heaney – Mid-Term Break
Ted Hughes – Bayonet Charge
Tony Harrison – Book Ends
Grace Nichols – Hurricane hits
England

MODERN POETS

William Blake – Tyger, Tyger
Robert Browning – My Last Duchess,
The Laboratory
Emily Dickinson – Sonnet 43
Thomas Hardy – The Haunter
Rudyard Kipling – If
Shakespeare – Sonnet 116
Dylan Thomas – The Hunchback in the
Park
Alfred Tennyson – The Charge of the
Light Brigade
William Wordsworth – Daffodils

CLASS IC  POETS

Rupert Brooke – The Solider
Wilfred Owen – Futility, Anthem for
Doomed Youth
Isaac Rosenburg – In the Trenches
Siegfried Sassoon – Suicide in the
Trenches

WAR POETRY

Alan Bennett – The History Boys
Mark Haddon – The Curious Incident of
the Dog in the Night-time
Dennis Kelly – DNA
Arthur Miller – A View from the Bridge
J.B. Priestly – An Inspector Calls
William Shakespeare – Hamlet, Othello,
The Tempest
R.C Sherriff – Journey’s End)

PLAYS


