
Headteacher’s Message
After nearly 19 years as Headteacher of this school, I am pleased to be able to say that I can pass on a 
magnificent school.

The results and achievements of the school are first class.  The standard of the buildings and the general 
environment of the school is now excellent.  But most important of all the vast majority of our children enjoy 
coming here; it is a happy school and the children do well here.  Moreover, our children leave here with a good 
set of values which will guide them in their future lives and so make an impact upon our society and our world 
for the better.

I hope that you have had a very good holiday and are looking forward to the new year.  I am sure you will take 
advantage of the excellent opportunities this school and all its staff provide.  You will still see me from time to 
time because there are a number of projects still continuing which I intend to develop.

I wish you all, your Executive Headteacher Mr. Clarke and your Head of School Mrs. Warburton all the best for 
the future.
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On Friday the twelfth of June, year nine students were given the opportunity to participate in a wonderful 
event put on by students from Manchester University and Aim Higher to help prepare them for their study 
of Romeo and Juliet. 

For two hours, students were immersed in the world of performance as the university students delivered 
four high energy workshops to groups from sets 1-4.  In these workshops, the pupils played energetic 
and intriguing drama games devised to get the pupils to work as a team and to be more familiar with the 
play of “Romeo and Juliet”. Our set particularly enjoyed working in groups to produce 5 freeze frames 
that drew on our knowledge of the play and required us to think about how we could put across the 
whole story in just 5 small snapshots. We also got the chance to enjoy being members of the rival Capu-
let and Montague households and produce a stylised slow motion reenactment of the gang warfare that 
takes place in act 1 scene 1 in the streets of Verona.

The whole of year nine were privileged enough to get to see the magnificent production of “Romeo and 
Juliet” performed by the theatre company in our very own auditorium. The performance was second to 
none! The company had streamlined the play so we got to see ‘all the juicy bits!’ Even though we could 
not understand all of the dialogue (as it was the original Shakespearian text) the play literally ‘spoke for 
itself’ and the actors’ use of gesture and line delivery made the plot very easy to understand.

Everyone seemed to thoroughly enjoy the performance and this was expressed in hearty applause for the 
actors at the end of the play. We would like to offer our thanks to the students from Manchester Univer-
sity; to Mrs Hatton for organising the event and to our English teachers for truly making this day a Friday 
to remember!

(9/3 English group) 

X was a pleasure to have on our team. She always had a positive attitude toward any task she was given 
and showed great pride in her work. She was a team leader in many tasks and demonstrated excellent 
ability to both take direction and constructive criticism. X worked above and beyond our expectations 
including offering to work one weekend. She showed excellent care and communication with both staff 
and the children and we would welcome her back any time. 

X was a pleasure to work with and got on with everyone. X will be an asset to any employer and we wish 
him well in the future.

X was an enthusiastic student, quick on the up-take and learned new tasks without much difficulty. X was 
dependable and helpful and his attendance and time-keeping were excellent.

I found X an excellent role model for her school. She was very polite, smart, and punctual and fitted in 
well with the team. I would highly recommend her to any future employer.

Romeo and Juliet workshop and Performance 12/06/09.

A message from Mr Broadbent, Chair of Governors

For those of us with long memories it is self evident that Mr Love has transformed the school he opened both in terms of its 
physical condition, its measured academic educational achievement and its pastoral role in preparing young people for life.

In December 1991 Mr Love said:

“It has always been my wish to create an environment which is professionally sound but relaxed and secure; an environment 
which is mutually supportive where everyone can grow in confidence”.

“I am a strong believer in self discipline and values.  This way our students will have confidence and motivation when they 
leave us, and be able to stand on their own feet”.

His philosophy is described as: “To encourage his pupils to aim high and develop themselves for the future”.

It is my view, and I am sure that I speak for all of us, that what he set out to achieve, you have achieved.  The decision taken 
to appoint him as head of this school will prove to have been the most significant decision in its history.

The path Mr Love has followed in the intervening years has required vision and determination.  The school might have been 
very different if he had not had the gritty personality which, having thought things through most thoroughly, is prepared to 
see things through to fruition.  Mr Love has got things done.

But he has had a vision of education, perhaps summed up best by his commitment to the values programme.  It Catholic 
education is to mean anything it is to instil values, to enable our students to discover their values, and to use this discovery 
to see them through their lives.

Mr Love has a vision of the possible – he has built where others would only have despaired; he has persuaded where others 
would have given up; he has never sought the popular opinion or the fashionable option; he has valued his time and used it 
to good effect; and that is why we have an enduring achievement in the bricks and mortar and more importantly, the ethos 
and spirit of Cardinal Newman.

I can recognise in what Mr Love said all those years ago, a philosophy which has defined his headship and which has 
created a school which has remarkable qualities – qualities which are recognised particularly by parents – present and 
prospective – in their desire to obtain a Cardinal Newman education.  It is recognised by your staff who, it has always 
seemed to me, have clearly understood his ambitions for the school and the means by which he wanted to achieve those 
ambitions.  It is recognised by the pupils whose pride in their school, whose articulateness which I witness at open evenings, 
and whose achievements, be it academic, sporting or artistic, are evident to all who wish to look.

Mr Love has created a “mutually supportive environment where everyone can grow in confidence”.

Mr Love, you leave us, as Governors, Parents and Pupils proud to have been associated with him and his achievement.  
“Si requires monumentum, circumspice” said Sir Christopher Wren of St Pau’s Cathedral.  The same can surely be said of 
Cardinal Newman, which is indeed a monument to Mr Love’s inspired and intelligent headship.

Yr 10 Work placement feedback comments



UKMT Pink Kangaroo

Meghan Brooks in Year 11 made it through to the next round of the Intermediate Maths challenge and was 
awarded a certificate of participation for taking part.

Aimhigher Maths Day

Pupils from Years 9 and 10 took part in an 
Aimhigher Maths day held at Cardinal Newman. 
Two groups of pupils from Year 9 spent an hour 
completing puzzles from the Liverpool University 
Maths Roadshow. Then it was the turn of two 
groups of Year 10 pupils who took part in the 
Dragon Quiz where they had to complete a 
challenging maths question for points before being 
allowed to move on to the next one. There was 
definitely a competitive air to the day with teams 
battling it out against each other.
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‘Sheik, Rattle and Roll’
The Auditorium was transformed into the romantic land of Araby, with 
characters from the Baghdad market, Ali Baba and his Faulty thieves, 

Prince Abscess and his evil wife, the evil 
Caliph and his Guards, the Sorceress and her 
spies and the beautiful Princess Jasmine.
The pupils worked extremely hard and 

showed true commitment and 
enthusiasm.  The show was 
lively, entertaining and contained 
far too many puns each one  

  worth a giggle. 

Year 7 G & T Workshops

Fibonacci & The Golden Ratio
12 pupils from year 7 took part in the second G 
& T workshop this term. They worked together 
to solve problems leading to the discovery of the 
Fibonacci Sequence 1,1,2,3,5,8,13, … They looked 
at Fibonacci numbers in nature by cutting up apples 
and bananas (and eating them afterwards) and 
even discovered who in the group was in perfect 
proportion using The Golden Ratio.

Mazes & Labyrinths
22 pupils from year 7 are going to take part in the 
final G & T workshop this year. They are going to 
spend lessons 1 and 2 in the last week of term 
investigating the difference between Mazes and 
Labyrinths and the story of the Minotaur who lived 
in the middle of a labyrinth. They will then go to 
Redhouse Farm Maze in Dunham Massey to see who 
can read the map the best to collect the clues and 
make it out of the maze the quickest.

Year 8 Workshop

Straight Line Graphs and Differentiation
A group of year 8 gifted mathematicians took part in 
a challenging workshop this term. They investigated 
the gradient of two perpendicular graphs and 
found out the relationship between them and then 
moved onto the gradient of a curved graph. This 
then lead on to them differentiating quite complex 
expressions which is actually an AS Level topic!

80 pupils took part in the UKMT Junior Challenge. 
It consists of a 1 hour multiple choice paper where 
pupils are encouraged to think about each answer 
as oppose to guessing (they lose marks if they 
do!). The results are as follows:

In order of achievement:

Certificate Name Year

Gold/

Best in school Michael Carter 8

Gold John Morris 8

Silver Declan Lake 7

Silver Giorgia Dutton 7

Silver Stephen Perry 8

Silver Michael Moran 7

Silver Sophie Rutter 8

Bronze Ben Bradshaw 8

Bronze Michael Ross 8

Bronze Emily Nevinson 7

Bronze Kirsty Taylor 8

Primary G & T Event

Thirteen teams, each of four pupils from seven of our feeder primary schools took part in our second Primary 
G & T Maths Challenge. Pupils spent the day competing against teams from the other schools and often the 
other team from their own school, on four different maths rounds: Number team game, Maths Roadshow, 
Crossnumber puzzle and Relay Race. Points were awarded for each round and at the end of the day; all 
pupils got a certificate of participation and a small prize. Bigger prizes were awarded to the top three teams 
which were only separated by four points so it was a close run competition. 

Junior Challenge

Enterprise Day – Year 10

Year 10 took part in the Enterprise Day run by Jane 
Fairweather from RBS/Natwest. This is the fourth 
time that Jane has visited the school to run the 
event and yet again she was extremely impressed 
with the level of maturity and enthusiasm shown 
by our pupils. The nineteen teams of 8 had to 
act as party planners for the day and plan a 
dinner party with food, entertainment, costumes 
and decorations with a particular country as a 
theme. They then had to present their work to 
the rest of the year group. Loads of prizes were 
given for team work, commitment, creativity and 
communication but it was Poland who scooped 
the overall prize on the day.

Primary G & T

Primary schools were visited this term as part of 
the department’s provision for Gifted & Talented 
pupils in Year 4 to 6. The pupils took part in a 
sequence of two workshops on the topic of 
the circle where they discover the relationships 
between the radius and area and diameter and 
circumference of a circle. All pupils thoroughly 
enjoyed the workshops and feedback was very 
positive.

Year 11 Leave In Style

The limousines and the lipsticks were out for the celebration of 5 
successful years at Cardinal Newman High School for year 11, on 

Thursday 25th June. The celebrations were 
hosted by the Fir Grove Hotel in Grappenhall 
and 113 year 11 students dressed to impress 
and danced the night away at their prom. It 

was great to see how elegant and 
sophisticated the students looked and they were a 
credit to Cardinal Newman High School. A great night 
was had by all – may the celebrations continue when 
the students receive their well-deserved GCSE results  

  in August. 


